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countries. The first part of the book deals -with the history of Majorca from the 
time of the Moorish occupation and the conquest of the island by King Jayme I 
of Aragon, whose autobiography supplied much authoritative material for the 
volume. 

Descriptions of the configuration of the islands are woven into the narrative, 
here and there, such as the account of the difficulties which the Spaniards met in 
approaching Majorca from the coast, where some of the largest stalactite caves 
in Europe are found. The entrance to these caves has now been made easy, but 
it was extremely treacherous and dangerous in the thirteenth century. In the 
chapter devoted to Raimundo Lulio, much light is thrown on the philosophical 
and intellectual history of that period. In referring to the inhabitants of Majorca 
as geographers, Sir Clements says: 

The natives of Majorca were for a long time the leading geographers, inventors of instruments, 
and constructors of marine charts in Europe. They used the magnetic needle long before i-.s supposed 
discovery by Gioia of Amalfi, and they could find the polar distance. Their portolani, or marine 
charts, were far more accurate than any of the maps even of a later period. 

The description of Majorca, as it is now, follows the historical part. The 
flora of the island, the beauty of the private estates, the hotel accommodations at 
Palma, the capital, are described, and much other useful information to travellers 
is given. It is interesting to read the paragraph on beggars, in such striking 
contrast to other countries of south Europe. "There are no beggars, except a 
few cripples. Begging or seeking presents is not the habit of the people. If 
boys are offered small change received in a shop they will generally refuse it, 
saying that they have done nothing for it." 

In the part devoted to Majorca, many pages are given to the history of the 
English occupation and to the prehistoric remains so numerous in the island. The 
volume should be useful to all who intend to visit the Balearic islands. 

H. de H. 

Die Ubervolkerung Deutschlands und ihre Bekampfung. Von 
Dr. Ferdinand Goldstein. 128 pp. Ernst Reinhardt, Munich, 1909. 
M. 2.50. 

The author claims that the density of the population is proportionate, not to 
the food supply, but to the chances for work in a given region. Otherwise, 
purely agricultural countries, as well as the countries of primitive people, ought 
to be most densely populated, whereas existing conditions prove the contrary. 
The cause of this seeming contradiction is that in an agricultural region the 
amount of labour needed for the development of its resources remains pretty 
nearly stationary, so that lack of work drives the superfluous hands away to make 
their living where there are more chances for work. In the Middle Ages this 
surplus of the rural population furnished the material for the hired armies, the 
bands of highwaymen, the travelling singers and students. After the discovery 
of the New World a new outlet was found for these waste energies, and later it 
was found at home when the development of the industries created new oppor- 
tunities for thousands of hands. Hence the regular decrease of emigration abroad 
in all the countries of Europe which have partaken in the industrial develop- 
ment, so that at present the immigrants both of North and South America hail 
principally from the more or less purely agricultural countries of the S. E. of 
Europe. 

In the cities, however, the country-people who have to struggle against a much 
stronger competition than existed in their old environment, swell the armies of 
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the discontented and become an easy prey to the teachings of socialism. The 
statistics of all the larger cities of Germany prove that the social democratic ele- 
ment is weakest in those whose growth has been mostly influenced by natural 
increase, and largest in those which have gained mainly through migration from 
the country. The almost entire absence, too, of socialism in the large English 
cities seems to be due to similar causes ; for in England, where 72 per cent, of the 
nation are urbanites already, migration to the cities is almost lacking. 

On the contrary, London, Birmingham, and Manchester show a loss from 
emigration, and in Liverpool, Leeds, and Sheffield, the gain by immigration is 
considerably inferior to that by excess of births. From these and similar statistics 
the author concludes that the danger of overpopulation, namely, of scarcity of 
work for all, is mainly a problem of the country; that the cities, having a much 
lesser birthrate, would be hardly overpopulated if they were left alone, and that 
all legislation intended to remedy the evils of overpopulation ought to encourage, 
on one hand, the restriction of the rural birthrate, and on the other, measures for 
the employment in the country of those who now flock to the cities, increasing the 
social and political evils of modern civilisation. M. K. G. 

lie Maroc agricole. Rapport adresse au ministre de l'agriculture. 
Par Iliad. C. du Gast, chargee de mission au Maroc. Tome I: Le Fahs. 
2g4 pp. Imprimerie Nationale, Paris, 1908. 

The book, which describes the agricultural possibilities of the district of Fahs, 
or the neighbourhood of Tangier, is the first volume of a guide for prospective 
settlers in Morocco. The climate, soil, and water supply of the country, as well 
as the abundance of cheap and good help, ought to make Morocco much more 
an agricultural country than it has been, owing evidently to the unsettled politi- 
cal conditions. The recent diplomatic events having improved the chances of 
the foreigners, especially the French, in that country, the author wishes to supply 
the needed information for those who contemplate exploiting its natural resources. 
With this purpose in view she has travelled through the whole country, on horse- 
back, in every direction, visited every village, and examined both the soils and 
the inhabitants everywhere; the result is a specific report on the titles of property, 
systems of partnership, lease, and purchase, weights, measures, money, taxes, 
customs, soils, and every kind of plant or animal that could possibly be raised 
there, a regular cyclopedia of farming in Morocco, whose utility will not be 
limited to Frenchmen and will certainly render great services in opening up 
that country whenever the time may be ripe. 

The geographical foundations of the report contain brief descriptions of the 
relief, rivers, forests, climate, and roads, and are illustrated by an original map 
of the district which, together with those that are to accompany the following 
volumes, will enrich the existing maps of Morocco by much newer detail. The 
book is a fine example of the good which missionaries can do in their chosen 
fields if they include the worldly interests of these regions in the range of their 
observations. M. K. G. 

Italian High-ways and Byways from a Motor Car. By Francis 
Miltoun. ix and 380 pp., Pictures by Blanche McManus, Maps and Index. 
L. C. Page & Co., Boston, 1909. $3. 

The unknown and unattainable always attract. So the traveller, speeding by 
train over the beaten routes of Italy, experiences an eager desire to visit and 



